


 

 

 
 
Tubing: 
Check that: 

• It is long enough to reach the extraction unit and you have room to use the tool properly  
• It is the right diameter and fits securely to both the capture hood and extraction unit 

 
Using on-tool extraction: 
The right equipment is only effective if it is used properly. Make sure that you: 

• Use the tool in the right way – e.g. move a grinder in the direction of the blade’s movement, 
not against it 

• Keep the capture hood as close as possible to the work surface 
• Have good connections between the hose and both the capture hood and extraction unit. Use 

an adaptor if needed, not tape 
• Empty the extraction unit regularly. Use disposable waste bags. Seal and place in the right 

waste container. Do not empty these bags to recycle them 
• Keep the collected dust dry. Some extraction units are designed for both dry materials and 

liquids. Using them in this way when they are part of an on-tool extraction system can reduce 
the airflow needed for on-tool to work 

 
 

Daily checks and maintenance 
Tools will last longer when they are not clogged with dust and are regularly maintained. Ensure the 
system works properly first time, every time you use it: 

• Look for damage to parts of the system such as the hood or ducting. Repair or replace these 
straight away 

• Maintain the extraction unit’s flow of air. Follow the manufactures instructions; check that the 
airflow indicator and any built-in cleaning mechanism works properly  

• Replace filters when needed 
• Clean the equipment regularly (e.g. wipe it down). Do not let dust build up on working parts 
• Replace worn parts of the tool, such as cutting discs etc. 
• Ensure the extraction unit is thoroughly maintained once a year. Speak to the manufacturer or 

supplier. 
 
Things to consider: 
You should: 

• Check that the tool you are using allows for effective removal of the dust 
• Make sure you have adequate power supply to run your system on site 
• Ensure those using the equipment know how to put it together and operate it properly.  They 

also need to know what pre-use checks to do and how to keep it maintained 
You should not: 
• Try to use the extraction unit without a bag inside collecting the dust 
• Return a hired unit full of dust – you are exposing other workers to the dust 

 
 

 


