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Introduction

Each year CITB conducts a survey to measure the numbers of people entering
construction training. Data is collected from colleges, private training providers and
construction industry training centres across Great Britain. These include those coming
through CITB�s own managing agency and those entering other formal certificated
training at craft and technical level. In all training for 17 different occupations is
covered, providing a greater level of detail than is available from the Learning and
Skills Council. The results are used (together with separately sourced figures on higher-
level construction courses) to compare with estimates of skill demand contained in
CITB�s Skills Foresight Report.

Summary

� First year intake in 2002/2003 stands at just under 49,000. This represents a further
rise on previous year�s figures

� The overall occupational pattern of training has remained broadly similar to
previous years with Carpenters and Joiner, Bricklayers, Technical, Mechanical
Engineering and Painters being the most numerous

� There has been a growth in training in areas outside of the main building trades

� Approximately half of all first year trainees are undertaking an S/VQ Level 2 or
Intermediate Construction Award

� The North West has more trainees than the other 10 areas.

� Of the total first year trainees, 37% are following a Modern Apprenticeship
programme

� There are 1,555 female trainees (3% of total)

� Ethnic minority trainees account for 4% of the total, but there is a strong variation
between regions � rising to 30% in London.

� Adult training has grown by 12% from 22,716 in 2001/2002 to 25,405 in 2002/2003
and now accounts for 52% of total.
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Table 2 - Comparison of number of First Year Trainees by Occupation in Academic
Years 2002/2003 and 2001/2002 (Great Britain)
Occupations 2002/2003 2001/2002
Technical 7,470 7,037
Carpenters & Joiners 14,690 15,604
Bricklayers 8,399 8,402
Painters 4,041 4,525
Plasterers 1,626 1,444
Roofers 356 409
Floorers 379 370
Glaziers 92 128
Other SB Operatives 190 147
Scaffolders 636 530
Plant Operatives 2,097 306
Plant Mechanics 214 205
Steel Erectors/Structural 42 11
Other CE Operatives 274 12
General Operatives 2,429 1,300
Maintenance Workers 55 0
Mechanical Engineering 5,754 6,680
Total 48,744 47,110
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As is highlighted in this chart above and mentioned earlier � Scotland differs to the
other regions by having its largest proportion of trainees on an SVQ Level 3
qualification compared to all the other areas which have the majority of trainees on
Level 2.

The explanation for this lies in the fact that in England and Wales, an NVQ Level 2 is
regarded as the normal skill level for crafts people. Whereas in Scotland an SVQ Level
3 is the expected level of skill required.

As Chart 4 also shows, the North West has the largest share of first year trainees at just
over 6,000 while Wales has the smallest share at approximately 2,500.
















